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Potential Study Motivation

• Next EE three-year plan 
developed in 2020
– EE targets need PUC 

approval in early 2020

• How are targets set?
– Energy efficiency potential 

studies

– Other sources & analysis

• Update RI potential
– Last potential study 

completed in 2010



Potential Study -- WHAT

Technical

Economic

Maximum
Achievable

Program

The theoretical maximum 

amount of energy that could 

be displaced by efficiency

Subset that is cost-effective 

under the RI Test

Subset that is achievable 

considering market barriers and 

program costs under the most 

aggressive programs possible

Subset of achievable, given 

constraints in implementing a 

particular portfolio of programs



Potential Study -- WHAT

• A comprehensive analysis of the technical, 
economic & achievable savings potential in RI 
for the period of 2021-2026, covering:
– Electric

– Natural gas 

– Delivered fuels (oil & propane)

– Demand response

– Combined heat & power

– Behind-the-meter renewables



Potential Study -- WHY

• Compliance with LCP law to quantify potential future energy 
efficiency savings

• Account for realistic energy efficiency program and policy 
implementation

• Evaluate efficiency relative 
to supply side resources

• Formulate high-level 
program design, including 
savings targets and timelines

• Consider cost-effectiveness



Potential Study -- WHO

• Market Potential Study Management Team

– EERMC C-Team, OER, Division

• Potential Study Implementation Vendor

– Dunsky Energy Consulting

• Data Collection and Support

– National Grid

• Stakeholders

– Technical Working Group, public comment



Potential Study -- WHERE

Rhode Island, of course!

- Study is driven by 
National Grid data

- Will include results for 
Pascoag Utility District 
and Block Island Power 
Company

- Scaled by customer count 
from National Grid results



Potential Study -- WHEN
Progress to Date

Gather 
Data 
Sources

Develop 
Baseline
Scenario

Build 
Measure 
List



Potential Study -- WHEN
Key Future Dates



Applying Potential Study Results
Key Outcomes

• Ultimately at the Council’s discretion
• Key quantitative reference point
• Two most policy-relevant scenarios

– Program Achievable
• Constrained by historical program savings 
• Implicitly constrained by historical budget levels

– Maximum Achievable 
• Significantly higher savings than Program Achievable
• Still subject to realistic modeling constraints
• May take time to ramp programs toward this level

• More to come on this topic as study progresses…



Applying Potential Study Results

Key Future Questions

Savings Targets: Balancing program and max 
achievable? Factoring in “prudent & reliable”?

Savings Timeframe: Lifetime or annual?

Savings Units: kWh/therms or MMBtus?



QUESTIONS?


