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Mission statement
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The Rhode Island Office of 

Energy Resourcesõ (OER) 

mission is to lead the state 

toward a clean, affordable, 

reliable , and equitable energy 

future. 

OER develops policies and 

programs that respond to the 

state's evolving energy needs, 

while advancing 

environmental sustainability , 

energy security , and a vibrant 

clean energy economy . 

OER is committed to working 

with public - and private -sector 

stakeholders to ensure that all 

Rhode Islanders have access 

to cost -effective, resilient, and 

sustainable energy solutions.
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Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council (EC4)



Leadership Team
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Executive Climate Change Coordinating Council (EC4)

DEM (Chair) Statewide Planning

OER (VC) CRMC

DOA Infrastructure Bank 

DOT RIPTA

DOH DPUC 

Commerce HHS

EMA



Organizational Structure
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Make -Up

Volunteer 
Advisory

Cabinet -
Level

EC4

Advisory Board

13 Members 
appointed by 

Governor, Senate 
& House

Science & 
Technical Advisory 

(STAB)

9 Members

Governor 
appointed

Senate confirmed
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2021 Act on Climate



Act on Climate Summary

ÅThe Act on Climate establishes economy -wide 
emissions reduction targets of:

ü 10% below 1990 levels by 2020;

ü 45% below 1990 levels by 2030;

ü 80% below 1990 levels by 2040; and

ü Net-zero emissions by 2050

Å Achievement will require, at minimum:

ü Strategies, programs, and actions to meet 
economy -wide enforceable targets;

üMetrics for measurement;

ü An equitable transition to redress past 
environmental and public health inequities; and

ü Support for workers.

Å Mandates enforceable in RI Superior Court
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Act on Climate Mandates

ÅBy 12-31-2022, the EC4 shall submit an update to the 

GHG Reduction Plan to Governor & General Assembly 

(2016)

ÅBy 12-31-2025 (and every 5 years), the EC4 must submit 

a Climate Change Strategic Plan , following public 

comment, that includes strategies/programs/actions 

to meet economy -wide targets for GHG reductions. 

ÅDevelop public metrics and an online public 

dashboard tracking both emissions reductions and 

sources of energy consumed by the state, updated at 
least annually

ÅEach agency has authority to promulgate rules and 
regulations necessary to meet the GHG mandate 

reduction mandate
8
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Context: Electric Sector



Estimating the Gap
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We forecasting 

renewable energy 

growth from existing 

programs and 

contracts. The 

difference between 

demand and 

renewables is the gap: 

we will need to build 

or procure ~4,600 GWh 

of renewable energy 

by 2030



Filling the Gap in 2030
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We considered four 

renewable energy 

resource types, first as 

òtechnology bookendsó 

and then as pieces of 

mixed resource 

portfolios.
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Foundations for Decarbonization


