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Introduction: 
Kaeley Skakalski

● Lebanon, New Hampshire

● B.S. Environmental and Natural Resource 
Economics & Minor in General Business ~ 
December 2024

● 2024 Mike Guerard Energy Fellow; Clean 
Energy Intern at Optimal Energy, an NV5 
Company

● kskakalski@uri.edu
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Optimal Energy; An NV5 Company | 
Rhode Island Energy Efficiency Council (EEC)
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“Cost-effective energy 
efficiency is the foundation 

of a sustainable energy 
future. The Council is 

committed to helping Rhode 
Island achieve its climate 

mandates and work toward 
a clean, reliable, and 

affordable energy economy. 
This is achievable when all 

Rhode Islanders have access 
to the full benefits of energy 

efficiency.” - EEC

https://eec.ri.gov/about/


2021 Act on Climate: Emission Mandates

45% below 1990 
levels by 2030

80% below 1990 
levels by 2030

Net-zero 
emissions by 2050

2030 2040 2050
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- Home Energy Assessments

- The Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

- Electric Leaf Blower Rebate 
Program

- Rhode Island Agricultural 
Entry Grant Program

EEC Collaboration: RIE and OER Programs
Rhode Island Energy 
(RIE)

Rhode Island Office of 
Energy Resources (OER)
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https://www.rienergy.com/site/ways-to-save/ways-to-save-energy/home-energy-assessment?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=PaidSearch&utm_content=2024AdPlanner%7CKeyword%7CAll%7CLearnMore&utm_campaign=RESI%7CHEA%7C2024LetsMakeWaves%7CRI%7CAll%7C104064&utm_term=rhode%20island%20energy%20home%20energy&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA9bq6BhAKEiwAH6bqoOlJEgEt4OgiG9ykSnEbFGiAEyN5CRmdoQReeJT7TME3m21MH3pTfhoCzz8QAvD_BwE
https://www.rienergy.com/site/ways-to-save/assistance-programs/grant-programs
https://www.rienergy.com/site/ways-to-save/assistance-programs/grant-programs
https://energy.ri.gov/climate-change/electric-leaf-blower-rebate-program
https://energy.ri.gov/climate-change/electric-leaf-blower-rebate-program
https://energy.ri.gov/energy-efficiency/farm-energy-programs
https://energy.ri.gov/energy-efficiency/farm-energy-programs


Energy Efficiency Public Outreach Efforts 

Energy Expo at 
the Rhode Island 

Home ShowUniversity of Rhode 
Island’s Plugged Into 

Energy Research Lecture 
Series

EEC Annual Public Forum 
partnered with RI 

Department of Health’s 
HEZ Initiative
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Barriers in Public Outreach

Lack of Awareness & Knowledge Some Rhode Islanders are unaware of the importance of EE and lack the 
knowledge to encourage them to take action.

Misconceptions & Mistrust Some Rhode Islanders have false understandings or misconceptions of what EE is 
and why it matters & general mistrust of EE development.

Resistance to Change Some Rhode Islanders do not believe that EE is necessary and are resistant to 
learn about the concept.

Access to Information Some Rhode Islanders do not actively seek EE information and must be reached 
in general/everyday locations.

Communication with Non-
English Speakers

Some Rhode Islanders are non-English speaking and must be communicated with 
in their native language. 
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EEC Public Awareness Campaign
GOAL: TO EDUCATE AND MOTIVATE RHODE ISLANDERS TO ADOPT ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PRACTICES AND OPPORTUNITIES THAT WILL PROVIDE A FINANCIAL BENEFIT TO CONSUMERS 
AND QUALITY BENEFIT TO THE ENVIRONMENT
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My Work at Optimal Energy: 
2025 Annual Plan Review 
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My Work at Optimal Energy: 
EEC Newsletter
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Logic Model
SITUATION INPUTS ACTIVITIES OUTPUTS OUTCOMES 

(SHORT TERM)

OUTCOMES 
(MEDIUM TERM)

OUTCOMES 
(LONG TERM)

Climate change 

driven by 

increased 

greenhouse gas 

emissions is 

negatively 

impacting the 

well-being of the 

environment, 

threatening 

species 

populations, 

and posing a 

threat to human 

health and well-

being.

Time

Money

Employees

Research

Technology

Knowledge

Data

Partners

Ensure that the 

EEC has 

accurate 

information, 

proper 

understanding 

of the content 

presented 

before them, 

and is aware of 

their duties and 

opportunities as 

a Council.

Monthly Full 

Council Meetings

Executive 

Committee 

Meetings

Education 

Committee 

Meetings

Biannual Learning, 

Education, and 

Advancement 

Discussion (LEAD) 

Meetings

Council Sponsored 

Events

Public Awareness 

Campaign

Energy 

Efficiency Policy 

and Program 

Development & 

Implementation

Community 

driven 

discussion

Rhode Island 

meeting the 2021 

Act on Climate 

goal of emission 

reduction to net 

zero by 2050

Renewable 

energy being the 

standard energy 

source in Rhode 

Island by 2050

Equitable access 

of energy 

efficiency 

opportunities and 

benefits to all 

Rhode Island 

residents.

The neutralization 

of carbon dioxide 

levels leading to 

improved air 

quality, improved 

human health, 

and stabilization 

of environmental 

processes and 

ecosystems.
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Acknowledgements 
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Questions?

LinkedIn:
Email: 

kskakalski@uri.edu

Contact 
Information:
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