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Key Take-Aways

Energy efficiency has many economic, 
environmental & social benefits

Energy efficiency is an essential foundation 
to Act on Climate

Outdated policies need updates to address 
urgent energy & climate needs
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What is the EEC?
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Mission:

The Energy Efficiency Council monitors the 

state’s energy efficiency programs to 

maximize cost-effective energy savings for 

all Rhode Islanders through comprehensive 

stakeholder representation and expert 

technical evaluation.

Helping Rhode Islanders 
save on energy costs.

eec.ri.gov

https://eec.ri.gov/
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Rhode Island Energy Efficiency Programs
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What is energy efficiency?
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Energy efficiency is using less energy to achieve the same result.

Other examples: lighting, air sealing, thermostats, water heating, windows, electronics

INSULATION HEAT PUMPS APPLIANCES
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What is NOT energy efficiency?
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It’s not using less and getting less.

Energy Efficiency ≠ Conservation Energy Efficiency ≠ Renewable Energy 

It’s not generating energy.

All of these are important for addressing climate.
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Energy efficiency programs in RI

• Serve residential, commercial, industrial
– Financial incentives & rebates

– Financing, loans, grants

– Technical assistance

• Have significant oversight & regulation
– Programs must pass cost-effective test

• Administered by Rhode Island Energy
– $117 million annual spend

– $268 million benefits



DRAFT

Benefits of Energy Efficiency
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Efficiency programs drive progress

Over time lighting 
technology has gotten 
significantly more 
efficient, less 
expensive, and longer 
lasting.

Energy efficiency 
policies and programs 
lowered costs for 
consumers and 
catalyzed the transition.

INCANDESCENT CFL LED

Market Transformation
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Energy efficiency is a resource 

Demand has increased 9%

Use has decreased 11%
because of energy efficiency

Energy efficiency reduces the 
amount of energy we need to 
buy AND costs less
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Energy efficiency = jobs & economy
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Energy efficiency = jobs & economy
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Rhode Island is a national leader

Since 2009, Rhode Island 
has consistently ranked 
among the top 10 states 
according to the American 
Council for an Energy 
Efficient Economy’s 
(ACEEE) State Energy 
Efficiency Scorecard.

But we still have more 
work to do!

Full report: https://www.aceee.org/statepolicy/scorecard

2022 State Energy 

Efficiency Scorecard

Year Rank

2015 4

2016 4

2017 3

2018 3

2019 3

2020 4

2022 7

https://www.aceee.org/statepolicy/scorecard
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Policy drives the programs

Least Cost Procurement Law: 
(2006) (RIGL 39-1-27.7)

Rhode Island must invest in all 
energy efficiency that is less 
expensive than buying energy.
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Policy limitations

Least Cost Procurement is critical…

• One of the nation’s first utility-scale energy efficiency programs

• Has served an important role for almost 20 years

But it’s now out of date…

• Written in different context, different priorities – energy crisis

• PUC interprets narrowly

• There is a lot more to do!
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Efficiency is funded through energy bills

Energy efficiency 
programs are funded 
through a small 
surcharge on all gas & 
electric bills
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Learn more on our website
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Policy Recommendations
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Efficiency is essential to Act on Climate

“To achieve the Act [on 
Climate], all scenarios rely 
on significant energy 
efficiency measures, such 
as building shell retrofits, 
that far exceed the state’s 
rate of adoption today” 

– Technical Analysis in Future 
of Gas Docket

“While the utilities’ efficiency 
programs support a number 
of weatherization programs 
and appliance efficiency 
standards, these should 
continue to be expanded”

 – EC4 Act on Climate 2022 
Update
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While we’ve been a real leader, 
times are changing

• Act on Climate

– EE is increasingly important as we electrify

– We lack a cohesive, current energy plan

• Gas & Electric Programs are silo’d  

– Outcomes like continued incentives for NEW gas-powered equipment

• Time Spent Planning v. Doing is onerous

• The current Benefit/Cost Ratio is limited and RI-specific

• Persistent Equity Issues
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Policy Recommendations

• Update EE Statute in line with MA & CT:
– 3-year plans are binding

– Climate is at center of the conversation – not just “prudency” 
of expenses

• Energy Efficiency Needs to be Central to Climate 
Planning
– No more incentives for gas appliances or infrastructure

– Fully integrate electrification and decarbonization to 2025 
Climate Plan
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Additional Resources

• EEC Handbook 

• EEC 2024 Annual Report

• EEC Website

• What else?

https://eec.ri.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ri-eermc-member-handbook-v1.3-10-13-22-final.pdf
https://eec.ri.gov/data-and-publications/
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Key Take-Aways

Energy efficiency has many economic, 
environmental & social benefits

Energy efficiency is an essential foundation 
to Act on Climate

Outdated policies need updates to address 
urgent energy & climate needs
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Questions?
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Programs don’t 
exist in a 

vacuum, though

EE

Appliance 
Standards

Building 
Codes

Clean 
Heat RI

BERO

Lead by 
Example

HEAR
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“Weatherization is a low-
risk investment because it is 
a passive measure and does 
not rely on operation of 
equipment, it has measured 
savings, and savings and 
benefits from 
weatherization installed in 
2025 will exist for many 
years regardless of the 
customers’ current or future 
heating fuel type”

– 2025 EE Plan Justification 
Framework
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