
DRAFT

eec.ri.gov

DRAFT

Rhode Island Energy Efficiency:
Policy Discussion
January 2025

All materials associated with the Energy Efficiency Council are the work of the “Energy Efficiency and Resource 
Management Council” and any public meetings materials posted on the RI Secretary of State website should be 
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Key Take-Aways

Energy efficiency has many economic, 
environmental & social benefits

Energy efficiency is an essential foundation 
to Act on Climate

3

1

2



DRAFT

Outline

• EE programs
• EE benefits
• EE policy
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What is the EEC?
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Mission:
The Energy Efficiency Council monitors the 
state’s energy efficiency programs to 
maximize cost-effective energy savings for 
all Rhode Islanders through comprehensive 
stakeholder representation and expert 
technical evaluation.

Helping Rhode Islanders 
save on energy costs.

eec.ri.gov

https://eec.ri.gov/
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Rhode Island Energy Efficiency Programs
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What is energy efficiency?
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Energy efficiency is using less energy to achieve the same result.

Other examples: lighting, air sealing, thermostats, water heating, windows, electronics

INSULATION HEAT PUMPS APPLIANCES
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What is NOT energy efficiency?
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It’s not using less and getting less.

Energy Efficiency ≠ Conservation Energy Efficiency ≠ Renewable Energy 

It’s not generating energy.

All of these work together to decarbonize our energy system.
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Energy efficiency programs in RI

• Serve residential, commercial, industrial
– Financial incentives & rebates
– Financing, loans, grants
– Technical assistance

• Have significant oversight & regulation
– Programs must pass cost-effective test

• Administered by Rhode Island Energy
– $117 million annual spend
– $268 million benefits

Blower Door Test – See appendix slides
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Benefits of Energy Efficiency
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Efficiency programs drive progress

Over time lighting 
technology has gotten 
significantly more 
efficient, less expensive 
to run, and longer 
lasting.

Energy efficiency 
policies and programs 
lowered costs for 
consumers and 
catalyzed the transition.

INCANDESCENT CFL LED

Market Transformation
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Efficiency is cost effective

Every $1 invested in 
energy efficiency has 
resulted in $3 of benefits 
to Rhode Islanders
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Efficiency policy is working

Demand has increased

Use has decreased
because of energy efficiency

Energy efficiency reduces the 
amount of energy we need to 
meet the same needs
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Energy efficiency = jobs & economy
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Rhode Island is a national leader

Since 2009, Rhode Island 
has consistently ranked 
among the top 10 states. 

Full report: https://www.aceee.org/statepolicy/scorecard

2022 ACEEE State Energy 
Efficiency Scorecard

Year Rank

2015 4

2016 4

2017 3

2018 3

2019 3

2020 4

2022 7

https://www.aceee.org/statepolicy/scorecard
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Rhode Island Energy Efficiency Policy
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Policy drives the programs

Least Cost Procurement Law: 
(2006) (RIGL 39-1-27.7)

Rhode Island must invest in all 
energy efficiency that is less 
expensive than buying energy.
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Efficiency is funded through energy 
bills

Energy efficiency 
programs are funded 
through a small 
surcharge on all gas & 
electric bills
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Learn more on our website
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Policy Discussion
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Efficiency is essential to Act on 
Climate

“To achieve the Act [on 
Climate], all scenarios rely 
on significant energy 
efficiency measures, such 
as building shell retrofits, 
that far exceed the state’s 
rate of adoption today” 

– Technical Analysis in Future 
of Gas Docket (pg. 12)

“While the utilities’ efficiency 
programs support a number 
of weatherization programs 
and appliance efficiency 
standards, these should 
continue to be expanded”

 – EC4 Act on Climate 2022 
Update (pg. 8)

Available Online at: https://apexanalytics.egnyte.com/fl/04TdzqfvbL#folder-
link/Future%20of%20Gas%20Documents/Reports?p=46286d24-f7f2-4d79-a551-
6be19cf4bfb5

Available Online at: https://climatechange.ri.gov/media/1261/download?language=en

https://apexanalytics.egnyte.com/fl/04TdzqfvbL
https://apexanalytics.egnyte.com/fl/04TdzqfvbL
https://climatechange.ri.gov/media/1261/download?language=en
https://climatechange.ri.gov/media/1261/download?language=en
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While RI has been a leader, 
times are changing

• Act on Climate
– EE is increasingly important as we electrify

• Time spent planning vs. doing is onerous
• Persistent equity issues
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Policy Discussion

Re-evaluate incentives 
for gas appliances and 
gas infrastructure

DISCUSSIONGOAL

Fully integrate 
electrification and 
decarbonization into 
2025 Climate Plan

Avoid incentivizing 
outdated technologies 
that contribute to 
climate change

Leverage energy 
efficiency as the 
foundation to climate 
planning and action

1
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Additional Resources

• EEC Handbook 
• EEC 2024 Annual Report
• EEC Website
• What else?

https://eec.ri.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/ri-eermc-member-handbook-v1.3-10-13-22-final.pdf
https://eec.ri.gov/data-and-publications/
https://eec.ri.gov/
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Key Take-Aways

Energy efficiency has many economic, 
environmental & social benefits

Energy efficiency is an essential foundation 
to Act on Climate
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Questions?
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